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disgusted by both Lou and Mr. H------declaring
that women have no grand climacteric.   What
has G------to say to that ?    I felt that such a
statement was quite lowering to the occasion, which, as I pointed out, could not be anything but ' grand' to me, as I had never had a poem written specially for and to me before. I hope you observe that Louis put as many long words into the verses as he could, to give Austin the better opportunity to show off his powers!
February 14,
A7ESTERDAY we had a visit from Captain
J[     H------, who is the manager of the largest
German  plantation  here.     He  went all  over the cacao plantation, and was delighted with it, and  thinks   it  will  turn out splendidly.    You must know that the usual way here is to clear away all the bush, and then plant the young cacaos, each with a ' shade-tree' beside it, that will grow faster than  the cacao and shelter it from  the violence of the  sun.     When  Louis was told this he said at once, ' What is the use of cutting down the  bush and then planting shade-trees ?   Why not just leave the bush and plant the cacaos in it ?'    This is what we have done, therefore, only clearing away the undergrowth, of which there is not much among the high trees.    Of course this was a great saving, alike in time, labour, and expense, but as it was a new experiment we were glad to have the